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Introduction  

 

My thesis statement includes the hypothesis that Homoeopathy played an important role 

in the medical history of South Australia. I was hoping to give evidence that 

Homoeopathy had since the beginning was significant in the life of South Australians, 

and therefore was as a history worth recording, since no conclusive documents have been 

written in this context. On my quest I was richly rewarded and was able to support my 

hypothesis. 

 

I am convinced that my findings will enable the Homoeopathic community in South 

Australia to find a new sense of pride in their profession and will allow us to learn from 

past mistakes, hopefully giving us a source of inspiration for the problems we face in our 

daily working life and to use with great advantage under the current circumstances. 

 

ñHistorical knowledge enables us to place our perceptions of the contemporary world into 

meaningful context, the cause- and effect relationships between events that serve as the 

basis for future expectations.ò 
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The history of Homoeopathy in South Australia was similar to the history of Australia 

and almost a blue print of the history of our healing art throughout most of western 

civilization. Australia was one of the last larger colonies to be settled by the English, and 

since this took place in the 1800ôs the continent became almost a playground for new 

inventions and revolutionary ideas. Unsurprisingly, from this óhot potô of different 

nations Homoeopathy found its way to our shores. 

 

There have been many supporters and key people who maintained Homoeopathy in 

Australia. Their lives and struggles give us a good idea how life must have felt in the 

trenches of medicine. Some of these people and their achievements will give us a new 

sense of hope and trust in Homoeopathy in Australia.



History of Homoeopathy in Australia 

 

Homoeopathy was one of the most preferred methods of treatment in the middle of the 

Nineteenth Century. At that stage allopathic scientific medicine had not yet established 

itself as the dominating form of treatment, which was to change considerably in the early 

Twentieth Century. 

 

Professional boundaries were still being drawn and the British Medical Association was 

still in its infancy. 

 

Victoria  

 

Is has been claimed that either Mr. Thienette de Berigny, or Dr John Hickson brought 

Homoeopathy to Melbourne in the 1850ôs. Beringny settled in Victoria in 1855, whereas 

Hickson already had a Homoeopathic practice in Melbourneôs suburbs by 1850. 

  

The international debate about the pros and cons of the new science, Homoeopathy, was 

sparked by Beringny in 1855 in his passionate speech in the Protestant Hall in Melbourne 

where he in Hahnemanian tradition attacked allopathic practitioners.  

 

ñSurely, an old practitioner of lazy disposition, doing things by habit, having enough 

dupes to patronize his mischievous practice, is not going to change his casual mode of 

prescribing complicated mixture, grossly calculated to allay pains, and satisfy the patient 

so eagerly demanding immediate relieféBut would that not be the death-blow to a whole 

profession, for which medical associations are formed, not for the good of human kind, 

but for the defense of a lucrative monopoly of infatuated credulity?... 

Homoeopathy can never be the source of future chronic ailments, as those of the ordinary 

practice commonly are.ò
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Ready to conquer the new colony, Homoeopathy had well and truly arrived! In 1837-

1886 Homoeopathy experienced an upswing in popularity and Homoeopaths managed to 

work freely up to the 1890ôs. 
 

The first Victorian Homoeopathic pharmacy was established in 1864 by E.G. Gould in 

Melbourne. Five years later in 1869 the first Homoeopathic hospital opened its doors to 

the general public.   

 



 
Melbourne Homeopathic Hospital 

 

 
Nurseôs Home, Melbourne Homeopathic Hospital 

 

 

It existed for forty-six years, with 225,000 cases treated. The hospital had 86 beds and 

cost $ 200,000. It had one of the best amphitheatres in Australia and a large out-patient 

department.
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In 1936 the orthodox school of medicine took over, and the hospital was renamed Prince 

Henry Hospital.  

 



In 1870 a journal ñThe Australian Homoeopathic Progressò was established in 

Melbourne.  

 

Queensland 

 

In Queensland Homoeopathy was practiced by the medical Dr. Stephen Simpson, student 

of Hahnemann and Author of theô Principle Advantages of Homoeopathyô (1836) which 

was most likely the first publication in English on the subject of Homoeopathy.  In 1848 

he was involved with the establishment of the Brisbane General Hospital and became one 

of its trustees. After some time, Simpson eventually returned to England. 
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In 1858 Benjamin Wilson, a Baptist clergyman, settled and practiced Homeopathy in 

Brisbane.  

 

Brisbane seemed to be as a large settlement quite civilized. Unfortunately, physicians 

working in the gold fields had slightly different experiences as Philippa Martyr in her 

book óParadise of Quacksò describes: 

 

ñLater, in the 1870ôs Harold Finch met in Queensland an old German doctor and stated, 

ñAlthough he was one of the cleverest men in his profession I ever sawô, recollected 

Finch Hatton, ñand a wonderful surgeon beside, he never made any money in Queensland 

because he was a Homoeopathò: 

 

The Queensland government, not contented with figuring before the civilized 

world as sordid and immoral politicians, never lose an opportunity of proving 

themselves benighted barbarians as well. Accordingly, they refused to 

recognize a Homoeopathic physicianôs diploma; and he is, therefore not 

legally able to recover his fees. 

 

ñFinch-Hatton related how the Homoeopath suffered for this, and for his own good 

nature. Despite his abilities, and his popularity, hardly any of his patients bothered to pay 

him. When subpoenaed to attend an inquest at the town of Nebo, some twenty seven 

miles from his residence, three men jumped his claim, he was subsequently unable to 

move them. Eventually they starved him out, and he had to leave the gold fields.ò
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Western Australia  

 

 In 1857, Rosendo Salvado, a Benedictine monk dispensed Homoeopathic remedies 

among Australian Aboriginals near Perth. He first arrived in 1846 then returned to 

Europe. After a stay in Rome and Perth, he returned to Norcia bringing Homoeopathic 

texts with him which enabled him to practice Homoeopathy.                                                                                                                                         

 



New South Wales 

 

In 1902 a Homoeopathic hospital in the suburb of Glebe opened its doors. William 

Moore, a Homoeopathic physician funded this hospital after his retirement. 

Although it is now in allopathic hands and operating under the public hospital system, a 

bed is always provided for the request of Homoeopathic treatment. The hospital 

continued to fulfill  the bequest that stated that a bed should always be provided in the 

interest that Homoeopathy may revive. In 1985 the Australian Medical Homoeopathic 

Society for Research and Education (AMHSRE) approached the Sydney Homoeopathic 

Hospital to use the accumulated funds in Mooreôs bequest to have the hospital extended 

and modernized, to include a Homoeopathic dispensary and clinic. The Sydney Area 

Health Service vetoed the proposal, and closed the hospital in 1989. At that time the 

AMHSRE was replaced by the Australian Medical Faculty of Homoeopathy (AMFoH) 

which lobbied the health department to provide hospital facilities to satisfy the growing 

demand for Homoeopathic treatment. Eighteen months later, on August1, 1990, a 

Homoeopathic outpatient clinic was opened at the nearby Balmain Hospital, which still 

operates to this day. 
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Sydney Homeopathic Hospital, Building opened 1915. 30 beds. 

 

 

Tasmania 

 

Dr. Atherton is the first listed Homoeopath in Hobart. He arrived on the island in 1866. 

Atherton had a flourishing practice until his death in the 1870ôs. This practice was then 

taken over by Dr. Harry Benjafield, who was a key figure in the establishment of the 



Hobart Homoeopathic Hospital in 1899. The first Homoeopathic pharmacy opened in 

1883.
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Launceston Homeopathic Hospital. 18 beds & training school for nurses. 

The hospital in Hobart Tasmania was established in 1900 with 23 beds and a training school for 

nurses. 

 

 

The dark ages of Homoeopathy in Australia   
 

Between the 1920ôs and the 1940ôs Homoeopathy experienced an almost deathly blow. 

The reasons why Homoeopathy suffered such a decline in popularity were many. This 

phenomenon occurred across the globe. One of the prime reasons was the lack of training 

facilities in Australia. Australian physicians had to go overseas to be trained in this 

healing art. Apparently there were only 17 graduates from Australia who studied in US 

schools between 1850 and 1905. Many Homoeopathic doctors were hired from England 

and had to go back to their home country when their contract in the hospital expired. 

Europe began to suffer under two world wars and many doctors were summoned to the 

home fronts to support their troops. Australian authorities strictly refused to employ 

female doctors. Allopathy experienced a rise in popularity since the introduction of 

penicillin, vaccinations and improved methods of surgery, with pharmaceutical 

companies becoming a strong force behind allopathic doctors. Within the Melbourne 

journal ñThe Australian Homoeopathic Progressò Dr. Hoyle stated that Homoeopathy 

was declining, since the number of doctors had dropped considerably. In 1911 there were 

227 registered Homoeopathic doctors, whereas in 1931 only 19 practiced the art, with 

one Homoeopath in Western Australia leaving the ñlaity to prescribe for themselves to 

the limit of their courageò.
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By the 1920ôs the Homoeopathic hospital in Melbourne began to employ allopaths, and 

the British Medical Association responded by removing Homoeopaths from their 

blacklist, categorizing them separately. By the 1940ôs the heydays of Homoeopathy were 

well and truly over. In this decade most Homoeopathic hospitals were incorporated into 

allopathic institutions. 

  

Survival 

 

In those meager years finally in 1946 the Australian Institute of Homoeopathy was 

founded, which offered only membership to qualified Homoeopaths. This institution was 

mainly kept in existence by the relentless effort by Mrs. Gwen Reynolds who held 

regular weekly meetings in her home. 

 

Her persistent efforts included regular talks in Lion Clubs, Rotary etc. The institute 

established the first course in Homoeopathy at the Nature Care College in Sydney. Every 

year 20-25 students were trained with the course running for four years. The Australian 

Institute of Homoeopathy began increasingly to organize as a professional group, 

advertising Homoeopathy, and in the 1960ôs the alternative life-style movement had 

helped to create a new market for the distribution of Homoeopathic remedies. 

 

Professional organizations now include the Australian Homoeopathic Association, the 

Australian Council for Homoeopathy (Victoria), the Australian Homoeopathic 

Association (New South Wales), the Australian Association (South Australia), and the 

Australian Association for Professional Homoeopaths. The Australian Homoeopathic 

Association has been producing its own scholarly journal, Similia, since 1987. 

Homoeopathic education has also been organized in a tighter structure, the Victoria 

College of Classical Homoeopathy (established in 1989), the Australasian College of 

Hahnemannian Homoeopathy (est.1989, by Isaac Golden). In 1992 the South Australian 

College of Homoeopathy in Adelaide was founded, and in 1995 was renamed the 

Adelaide Training College of Complementary Medicine.
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Homoeopathy in South Australia 

 

Homoeopathy and the early settlers 

 

The Germans 

 

In the early 1800ôs the German emperor passed a law in the attempt to unite German 

religions which in turn created religious persecution for all congregations who did not 

conform. These new laws made it impossible for Lutherans to practice their old form of 

worship. Pastors who did not conform were sent to prison and had their goods 



confiscated. Parishioners were not allowed to have their children baptized and confirmed. 

Whole congregations decided to migrate, seeing no end to the religious persecution. 

 

In 1843 an Adelaide newspaper reported that German immigrants had settled in Bethany 

(near Tanunda) and proved themselves to be a valuable class of colonists. They were 

respected for their hard-working, sober and persistent nature and soon their customs, 

religion, language and houses dominated the face of the valley. 

 

Being peasant farmers of origin the first Germans made a living in market gardening. 

Apart from the migrants who had flocked to the goldfields to try their luck, the Germans 

lived under the banner ówe make gold with the ploughô and established themselves in 

wheat, wine and wool production. In contrast to the English farmers, who very early on 

went into monoculture farming, the Germans never put all their ópeas in one potô. Never 

being dependant on only one crop, even in hard times there was always food on their 

tables. 

 

The first priority German settlers had when they occupied their new land was to build a 

church and a school. Worship was most important and their lives centered around the 

church. 

 

Because of their language and customs plus the locations of their settlements they were 

cut off from the infrastructure of a larger city, which consequently meant that they had to 

become extremely self-sufficient.  

 

In the meantime, Homoeopathy, being the popular form of medicine in the mid 1800ôs, 

soon found its way into the German houses and missionaries. The Lutheran Archives in 

Adelaide are in possession of a substantial amount of Homoeopathic books bequeathed 

from German migrants as well as Homoeopathic doctors. 

 

 
In total there were 38 books, including Hering. 

 

So too does the museum in Tanunda which also has displays of Homoeopathic remedy 

kits including many more books. Most of the books in the Lutheran Archives and the 

Tanunda museum are absolute Homoeopathic treasures and mostly written in German. 



 

One of the most interesting books at the Lutheran Archives was the ñDomestic 

Physicianò by Constantin Hering. One of the most influential Homoeopaths, and a 

traveler and migrant himself, Constantin Hering wrote twelve ever improving editions of 

this book, which clearly indicated the public demand. 

 

The ñDomestic Physicianò was published in German and English to serve the growing 

medical needs of migrants leaving their home countries in the attempt to find a future for 

themselves elsewhere. This most valuable book appeared to be well used and the spine of 

the book was repaired several times. The ñDomestic Physicianò included a practical 

guide in how to administer remedies, a Materia Medica, handy tips on child rearing, 

healthy life choices, diet tips and instructions on how to purify water. 

 

The inspiration to write this book came to Hering while he lived in Paramaribo, South 

America, where he was employed as a physician in a mission looking after the health of 

seven German families. He decided to dedicate the book to all missionaries to provide 

them with enough knowledge to look after their congregation, even giving advice on 

where to obtain affordable Homoeopathic remedies. Hering ask his readers to acquire 

more knowledge about uncommon diseases and their treatment (on the search for new 

remedies) and to report results back to the author of the book, in order to help the 

distribution and development of the new science of Homoeopathy. 

 

As with all new and revolutionary inventions it was rather difficult to get it past the  

superiors of the missionaries, and Hering found himself having a fine income from his 

brain child as it sold exceptionally well back home in Germany. 

 

Some people in charge of the congregations were so conservative that it was not an easy 

task to accept Homoeopathy, and was the source of heated discussions within the 

Lutheran church. Somehow the Homoeopathic books made their way into the German 

houses valued for their effectiveness and affordability. Shortly after Homoeopathic 

remedies were sold in the general stores until Homoeopathic pharmacies opened in the 

Barossa Valley. 

 

In the book óThe Barossa ï A vision Realisedô under the chapter Medical services we 

find: 

 

ñThere were several Homoeopathic doctors, who almost without University training, 

treated many  patients, with Johann Zwar of Neukirch being one of theméò 
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The Homoeopathic Doctor Johann Zwar 

 

Zwar belonged to a Wendish (Sorbish) minority living in Germany and as a Lutheran it 

appealed to him and many other Wendish people to migrate to Australia. Johann always 

displayed leadership qualities especially when he led a group of 92 Wends to charter a 

ship to travel to Australia. 

 



Several years later his first wife died of a longs-suffering tuberculosis and he eventually 

re-married his second wife Anna with whom he had several children. On the birth 

certificate of his son Bernhard Zwar, we find under óRank of Profession of Fatherô the 

title Homoeopathic Doctor. 

 

 
This is the birth certificate of Johann Zwarôs son which clearly states that Zwar was a 

Homeopathic doctor. 

 

 

In a letter dated 1868 Johann Zwar mentions Homoeopathic remedies: 

 

ñWith that mail (some time ago) I had written to Brother Dallwitz at Wawitz that he 

should get some Homoeopathic things for meéò 

 

It is not known when Johann Zwar became a Homoeopath. The story goes that he may 

have acquired his skills back home in Saxony and it is also believed that he offered his 

services as a Homoeopathic doctor in the Barossa Valley for over 50 years.  

 

Arthur Zwar, a grandson, thought that George Fife Angus used his influence to help 

Johann to become a registered Homoeopath, and that this happened after Johann was 

naturalized in 1855. A granddaughter said that her father often told her that a South 

Australian Member of Parliament suffered with cancer, and as a last resort consulted 

Johann Zwar for Homoeopathic treatment. The Member of Parliament was cured and 

decided that Johann should be granted the title Homoeopathic doctor. 

 

The third Zwar house was built with the two front rooms set aside, with one as a practice 

rooms and the other as the waiting room. When a patient needed time off work, Zwar 



issued a doctorôs sick certificate. In 1906 Zwarôs wife Anna writes to her brother in 

Germany: 

 

ñJohann turned 84 on the 16
th
 of October, and can still visit his patients, and still drives 

15 to 20 miles to patients.ò 
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Homoeopathy was the preferred mode of treatment in the Barossa Valley, whilst visiting 

the Valley I came across the Luhrôs Cottage, on Light Pass Rd, in Light Pass, South 

Australia. This cottage had been saved from demolition thanks to the relentless effort of 

Margaret Zweck, who as a collector of old wares and antiques managed to restore the 

cottage back to its original condition. It is authentically furnished in traditional German 

settler style, including Homoeopathic remedies and books. 

 

   
 

The village of Light Pass also had a hospital called ñThe Willowsò which closed in 1960. 

One of the first estate owners had been the óbone-setterô of the area, possibly the only one 

close to a nearby surgeon. The Scholz family still own and run the estate as a winery are 

very proud of their allopathic medical heritage, being the proud owners of the first X-ray 

machine in the area. Unfortunately, the family was not very forthcoming, when asked 

about the mode of treatment, and strictly denied to have had any connection with 

Homoeopathy. However Michael Bollen, another researcher has mentioned that ñThe 

Willowsò was indeed a Homeopathic Hospital where Homeopathic remedies were used. 

Later they made their own ointments which were widely distributed throughout the 

country. 

 

Early Homoeopathic supply in the Barossa Valley  

 

 Most early remedy chests found in the Barossa Valley came from a pharmacy in Leipzig, 

Germany. Most likely immigrants already came equipped with Homoeopathic remedies 

and literature, or as mentioned earlier, bought their Homoeopathic supplies from general 

stores. One of the finds in the Lutheran Archives was a catalogue of the Leipzig 

Homoeopathic pharmacy, displaying a large section of travel remedy kit equipment, and 

the promise to send their wares worldwide. 



Heuzenroeder, Chemist, Barossa Valley 

 

The Heuzenroeder family were chemists at Tanunda, 

Blumberg, and Adelaide, at 50 Rundle St. The 

óAlmanack, Town and Country Directoryô listed in 1854 

the Tanunda pharmacy. Moritz Joseph Heuzenroeder 

migrated with his family in 1845 to the Barossa, and 

together with his brother Joseph, established the first 

pharmalogical shop in 1846. 
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Brauer Pharmacy 

 

Like so many of the German immigrants who settled in the Barossa Valley in the 1840ôs 

the Brauer family relied on Homoeopathic remedies. This tradition persisted among the 

descendents of the settlers and in 1929 the Brauer family established a pharmacy in South 

Australiaôs Barossa Valley. In 1972 the pharmacist Warren Brauer and his wife Joy, a 

nursing sister, began to manufacture propriety Homoeopathic remedies. In 1984, they 

started what is now the production and laboratory facility of Brauer Natural Medicines 

and produce many simplex (single) Homoeopathic remedies and complex (compound) 

medication. 
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Other key-people and Homoeopaths in South Australia 

 

Thanks to the inexorable work of Barbara Armstrong, who issued her article in the 

Australian Homoeopathic Societyôs journal, on the óIntroduction of Homoeopathy in 

Adelaideô (Similia December 2006, Vol.18:2). In this issue or on the AHAôs website one 

can find a list of important people in Homoeopathy. 

 

William Breston Brabury 

A Homoeopathic lay practitioner, born the 13
th
 May 1832, lived at Moralana, Stirling 

North and later in Port Augusta. 

 

Thomas William Charlesworth 

Charlesworth practiced in Angaston and was listed as a Homoeopath in the South 

Australian Directories from 1876 until 1880. He died 16
th
 December 1879. 

 

Rev. R.W. Holden 

A Homeopathic lay practitioner, who studied allopathy and Homoeopathy privately for 

over seven years in England. Holden provided medical treatment for the poor whilst 

working in parishes in Victoria and South Australia. 

 

Samuel Kidner (1809-1883) 

He has been described as Adelaideôs first Homoeopath. I have been given evidence that 

Kidner was NOT the first homoeopath. Singleton who was a clerk of the SA Legislative 

Council offered his services to the first Homoeopathic Dispensary for the poor. 

 



óé and remarked that he might call himself one of the pioneers of homoeopathy in South 

Australia. It was nearly ten years since he first read works on the homoeopathic system, 

and studied facts which lead him to the conclusion, long before his friend Mr. Kidner 

arrived, that it was said by Dr. Sharpe and others was true. From that time till this he had 

been a homoeopathist, and he might say a small practitioner ï (a laugh) ï for he had 

undertaken a great number of cases among the indigent poor; and he might say ï he did 

not take credit to himself, but gave it to the system ï in almost every instance he had been 

successful.ô (Observer, 27/4/67) 

 

It is true that Kidner studied Homoeopathic principles and later established himself as a 

Homoeopathic chemist in the London suburb of Bermondsey. Dr. John Epps said to be 

Englandôs first Homoeopath took Kindner as one of his students under his wing. Despite 

being tutored by Epps, Kidner failed to apply for formal recognition of his studies. He 

came to Australia in 1857 to fill the position as a resident dispenser at a Sydney hospital. 

Unfortunately the position had already been filled. He then lived and worked for a few 

years in St. Kilda, Victoria. In 1860 Kidner came to Adelaide where he became the key 

figure in the establishment of a free Homoeopathic dispensary in 1867. He was listed as a 

Homoeopath at Flinders St. in Adelaide in the óAdelaide Almanack, Town and Country 

Directory and Guide to South Australia of 1867ô. Later he practiced in the vicinity of 

Bowden. In 1876 the óDirectory of South Australiaô listed him as a Homoeopath in Mill 

Terrace, North Adelaide. In 1881 he worked in Howard St., Hindmarsh and finally in 

1882 at Port Rd, Hindmarsh where he became one of the pastors at the local church. 

 

Horace Rose 

A lay practitioner who lived in Kapunda, Quorn, Port Lincoln and Unley. 

 

James Talbot 

Another lay practitioner who lived at Peadney Belt, North Adelaide, Virginia and 

Penfield. 
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To this list of Homeopaths I would like to add: 

 

John Barnes Funnel  

A Homoeopathic doctor born in England, who arrived in Brisbane in 1865. He opened his 

Homoeopathic practice in Kadina for more than thirty five years. He died in Kadina on 

8
th
 March 1907. 

 

Dr. Allan Campbell and Dr. William McDonald Campbell  

The Scottish brothers set up the Childrenôs Outpatient Dispensary in Currie St., where 

they treated the sick often free of charge and then formed a committee to raise funds to 

build a hospital for poor children. 

 

Dr. Sylvanus James Magarey 

The second son of Mr. Thomas Magarey (a supporter of Homoeopathy) studied medicine 

and surgery at the University of Melbourne. Magarey worked for some time as an 



Honorary Medical Officer and a foundation member of the General Committee of the 

Adelaideôs Childrenôs Hospital. 

 

History of Homoeopathy in Adelaide - Adelaide in the mid-1800ôs 

 

The City of Adelaide was founded as a centre of a planned British colony for free 

migrants, promising civil liberties and freedom from religious persecution. This colony 

was quite different from the other colonies in Australia in that the settlement did not 

share the convict history of the other states. The city of churches was settled by free 

people who held their head up high; this British province of South Australia became ñthe 

land of the brave and freeò. As a free colony Adelaide was also financially independent 

from the ñmotherlandò England being founded by farmers and their produce. 

 

After a crippling draught in the 1860ôs the city experienced a flourishing economy. The 

production of wheat, the mining of copper and the wool industry became the basis for the 

settlementôs wealth.   

  

The major of Adelaide stated at the end of the 1870ôs proudly: 

 

ñSocial progress and municipal unity run concurrently, and the city is now full of 

inspiring life and hope, and a buoyancy which laughs at obstacles and will not recognize 

defeat.ò 
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But of course this was not the entire picture. Adelaide also displayed the extremes of 

wealth and poverty. New migrants arrived with high hopes and empty pockets frequently. 

The infrastructure of the new colony was quite challenged by the constant arrival of new 

ships laden with migrants. The rents were high, the labor cheap, and the goods in the 

general stores were expensive. The people who did not arrive as the Lutherans did as a 

group with different skills and enough finances to purchase their own land immediately, 

found themselves huddled together in already overcrowded cottages near the port or in 

the poorer areas of the city. If luck was not on their side they were classified as paupers, 

living in poverty and óslum-housingô. 

 

ñIn many instances the more densely populated parts of the City the very foundations of 

the houses suffer from such fluid of the vilest description draining under them, that the 

occupiers of the premises are inhaling deadly gases resulting in certain death.ò 
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 Overcrowding, no mentionable sewage system, poverty and hot dry summers were the 

breeding grounds for all sorts of contagious diseases and were therefore a danger to 

society as a whole. 

 

Adelaideôs population suffered two major epidemics, a typhoid fever in 1866 which took 

209 lives, and in 1867 when there were 240 deaths from diphtheria.  

 



The colony was also struck with the fact that South Australia had the highest infant 

mortality. The deaths of infants were even higher then in some parts of England or 

Wales. 

 

ñIn Victoria the infant mortality rate, which included any death of a child under 12 month 

of age, for 1874 was 24%, in South Australia 30%.ò 
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The infant mortality rate was a staggering 60% higher in the city of Adelaide than in the 

country districts. Most of the unfortunate children died within the warmer months during 

November and February and most of them lost their lives to croup, diphtheria, scarlet 

fever, whooping cough, erysipelas, dysentery, measles and typhoid fever.  

 

Because the spotlight was on the high infant mortality rate another topic came to the 

publicôs attention ï the welfare of the coloniesô poor. 

 

One has to enquire into the mindset of the rich in the colony, and Margaret Barbalet as 

historian gives in an important insight in her book ñThe Adelaide Childrenôs Hospitalò: 

 

ñThe Victorian era was notable for its complacency and the Chartist demands further 

hardened many upper-class thinkers to the problems of the poor; it seemed dangerous to 

concede anything to the ómobô. The theories of Thomas Malthus and Charles Darwin 

were wrongly assumed to provide scientific substantiation foe individualism ï leaving the 

poor completely alone. The ethic of self-help meant that the poor should be discouraged 

from becoming dependant on the State and pauperism must be treated as a vice, even in 

children.ò 
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To challenge this attitude was not an easy and needed 

some true humanists in the colony to take matters into 

their own hands.  

 

In 1867 during the two major epidemics the first 

Adelaide Homoeopathic dispensary was set up to 

provide medical aid for the poor. 

 

ñé as through it the poor of Adelaide, in proportion to 

the general amount of destitution, have gladly availed 

themselves of the opportunity of obtaining advice under 

the Homoeopathic systeméò 
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The dispensaryôs Annual of 1868 reports that many 

severe and chronic cases were successfully treated. A 

total of 1653 prescriptions were filled in, of which 349 

patients had been treated at the dispensary, and 62 

patients had been seen at home. The results were that of 

the 349 patients treated, 7 died, 205 were cured and 16 

cases much improved and 28 improved. 



 


